Persuasive speech analysis

Winston Churchill speech excerpt


Read the following except from Winston Churchill’s famous ‘We shall fight on the beaches’ speech, delivered to the House of Commons on June 4th, 1940.

Once you have read the excerpt, annotate or colour code the speech as you find the persuasive devices.  Then write a sentence or two about the effect of each of the following:

· repetition

· personal pronouns

· rule of three

· alliteration

· opposites/antithesis

· emotive language

… we shall not flag or fail.  We shall go on to the end, we shall fight in France, we shall fight on the seas and oceans, we shall fight with growing confidence and growing strength in the air, we shall defend our island, whatever the cost may be.

We shall fight on the beaches, we shall fight on the landing grounds, we shall fight in the fields and in the streets, we shall fight in the hills; we shall never surrender, and even if, which I do not for a moment believe, this island or a large part of it were subjugated and starving, then our Empire beyond the seas, armed and guarded by the British fleet, would carry on the struggle, until, in God's good time, the New World, with all its power and might, steps forth to the rescue and the liberation of the old.

Extension task

What do you think the intended purpose of this speech might have been?  Do you think it was successful in fulfilling its purpose?
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