PLAGIARISM HANDOUT

What is Plagiarism?

According to the MLA Handbook, plagiarism is “using another person’s ideas, information or expressions without acknowledging that person’s work” (66).

What is a Works Cited?

This gives the publication information for each of the sources you have cited in your paper.  It is always the last page of your paper and the works are in alphabetical order.  The actual in text citation is the quote or example you used to support your argument.

What is the difference between a Bibliography and Works Cited?

A bibliography means a description of books. Since research papers often draw not only on books but also on films, Internet sources etc. the broader title of works cited is used.

What other definitions are commonly confused with plagiarism?

Common Knowledge:  these are facts, proverbs or well-known quotations that are known by many people.


Examples : Winnipeg is the capital of Manitoba.



      You can’t judge a book by its cover.

Paraphrase:  using someone’s ideas, but putting them in your own words.  Although you use your own words to paraphrase, you must still acknowledge the source of the information. 

What types of plagiarism are there?

There are two types of plagiarism:  unintentional and intentional.

A) Unintentional plagiarism is the type that was done in grade school when a student would copy down word for word a report from an encyclopedia or Internet.  Unfortunately, high school students sometimes carry on with this practice not realizing that what they have done is unacceptable.  

B) Intentional plagiarism is when a person knowingly passes off an idea, phrase or argument as his or her own.  

What are the Different Types of Intentional Plagiarism?

The two most common types of plagiarism are:

A) Repeating or Paraphrasing Wording

Suppose, for example, that you want to use the material in the following passage, which appears on page 625 of an essay by Wendy Martin in the book Columbia Literary History of the United States.


Original Source:
Some of Dickinson’s most powerful poems express her firmly held conviction   that life cannot be fully comprehended without an understanding of death.

If you write the following sentence without documentation, you have plagiarized because you borrowed another’s wording without acknowledgment, even though you changed its form:


Plagiarism:


Emily Dickinson firmly believed that we cannot fully comprehend life unless we


also understand death.

But you may present the material if you cite your source:

As Wendy Martin has suggested, Emily Dickinson firmly believed that we cannot   fully comprehend life unless we also understand death (625).

The source is indicated, in accordance with MLA style, by the name of the author (“Wendy Martin”) and by a page reference in parentheses, preferably at the end of the sentence.  The name refers the reader to the corresponding entry in the works cited list, which appears at the end of the paper.


Martin, Wendy.  “Emily Dickinson.”  Columbia Literary History of the United



States.  Emory Elliot, gen. ed. New York:  Columbia UP, 1988.  609-26.

B)  Taking a Particularly Apt Phrase


Original Source:


Everyone uses the word language and everybody these days talks about culture ... “Languaculture” is a reminder, I hope, of the necessary connection between its two parts....(Michael Agar, Language Shock:  Understanding the Culture of Conversation [New York:  Morrow, 1944] 60)

If you write the following sentence without documentation, you have committed plagiarism because you borrowed without acknowledgment a term (“languaculture”) invented by another writer:


Plagiarism:

At the intersection of language and culture lies a concept that we might call “languaculture.”

But you may present the material if you cite your source:

At the intersection of language and culture lies a concept that Michael Agar has called “languaculture” (60).

In this revision, the author’s name refers the reader to the full description of the work in the works cited list at the end of the paper, and the parenthetical documentation identifies the location of the borrowed material in the work.


Agar, Michael.  Language Shock:  Understanding the Culture of Conversation.



New York:  Morrow, 1994.

POINTS TO REMEMBER

You have plagiarized if:

· You directly quoted, changed around only a few words and phrases, or changed the order of the original’s sentences.

· While browsing the Web, you copied text and pasted it into your paper without quotation marks or without citing the source.

· You presented facts or paraphrased someone’s wording without acknowledgement.

· You bought or otherwise acquired a research paper and handed in part or all of it as your own.

You can avoid plagiarism by:

· Keeping the following three categories distinct in your notes:  your ideas, your summaries of others’ material and exact wording you copy.

· For your summaries and exact wording, immediately write down from which work you received your information from including edition, year, page(s), etc.

· Identifying the sources of all material you borrow – exact wording, paraphrases, ideas, arguments, and facts.  (These are in text citations.)

· Checking with your teacher when you are uncertain about your use of sources.
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Plagiarism Contract

I (We) have read and understand the components of the Plagiarism Handout.  I (We) understand that plagiarism is an act of dishonesty and constitutes the act of “stealing” another’s property.  

I (We) also understand that this act will result in receiving the following consequences:

1. An automatic failing grade for the paper. (For the first offense)
2. For any subsequent offenses, an automatic zero will be assigned and the student will be referred to administration.

I (We) understand that any plagiarism will have a negative impact upon my overall course grade.

Student’s Name (please print) _______________________________________________

Student’s Signature _______________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian’s Name (please print) ________________________________________

Parent/Guardian’s Signature ________________________________________________

Date ___________________________________________________________________

